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YOUTH BASEBALL

BRIAN MARKLEY
BMARKLEY@LNPNEWS.COM

Bob Sauders and his wife Debbie 
have transformed what was once one 
of their children’s bedrooms into a 
Mountville youth baseball museum.

Trophies, bats, baseballs, hats and 
ribbons decorate the walls and shelves, 
each with a story craving to be told.

The newest addition to the room? A 
framed baseball with “1,000th career 
win” etched on the nameplate.

A milestone of that magnitude is sel-
dom heard of in youth baseball. Yet, 
Sauders surpassed the number last 

month.
However, he wants to make one thing 

abundantly clear.
“The kids,” Sauders said, “do all of the 

work.”
And to him, the trophy room is about 

so much more than the trophies. It is a 
collection of memories, moments, ac-
complishments. It is an everyday re-
minder of the legacy that Sauders and 
his teams have established.

Sauders has been coaching for 
Mountville since 1988, but had been 
doing instructional work as early as 
1985.

He has exclusively coached at the 
Midget-Midget — 12U — level for the 
Mountville Indians since his debut 
season some 34 years ago.

“The 11-12 age group is a transitional 
age. It’s a good age, a fun age. They still 
listen to you, for the most part,” Saud-
ers said with a laugh.

“It is amazing to see the transforma-
tion between 11 and 12.”

Sauders likes to carry three or four 
11-year-olds on his team each season. 
The experience they gain helps pre-
pare them for the following season.

LEAVE A LEGACY
Mountville coach Bob Sauders celebrates 1,000th win, decades of memories

Mountville head coach Bob Sauders watches as his team takes on Penn Manor in a 12U play-in game for the LNP Tournament at 
Manor Middle School on Tuesday.
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Wandering 
around the cav-
ernous Spooky 

Nook Sports complex on 
Saturday morning, I ran 
into Lebanon Valley Col-
lege basketball coach Brad 
McAlester.

“You’ll see some big 
names walking around 
here today,’’ McAlester 
promised.

Soon after speaking to 
McAlester, Rick Pitino 
walks by.

And there are Hubert 
Davis, North Carolina’s 
new head coach, and his 
assistant Jeff  Lebo. Coach 
K’s replacement at Duke, 
Jon Schreyer, is here. So is 
Phil Martelli, the former 
St. Joseph’s head coach, 
now an assistant at Michi-
gan.

I’ve attended this event 
— the Hoop Group Sum-
mer Jam Fest — and others 
like it a number of times 
since the Nook began host-
ing them in 2014.

Before Saturday the 
biggest name I’d seen 
was Lonnie Walker, but 
the current San Antonio 
Spur was only a Reading 
High School sophomore 
then. The biggest coaching 
name was Chris Collins, 
Doug’s son, of Northwest-
ern.

This year’s Jam Fest 
is diff erent. As with all 
contemporary things, 
COVID-19 is part of the 
reason.

Last month’s NCAA 
Live Period for Division I 
college recruiting was the 
fi rst chance for recruits 
and recruiters to get 
together in person since 
before the pandemic.

The live period ended 
July 1, but the recruiting 
cycle is still a year behind. 
Some college-worthy play-

ers in the high school class 
of 2022 — kids starting 
their senior year in August 
or September — haven’t 
been fully vetted.

This traveling communi-
ty was in Atlantic City for a 
big Hoop Group Event last 
week, and will convene 
Monday near Atlanta for 
the monstrous Peach Jam.

The Summer Jam is 
actually a number of tour-
naments over two days 
sorted by age group and 
level of play, but the big-
name teams are just here 
Saturday, between Atlantic 
City and Atlanta.

They get a couple of legit 
games and take Sunday 
off . Hoop Group gets to let 
the word out that they’ll 
be here.

“It helps us and it helps 
them,’’ says Andy Borman, 
coach of the NY Renais-
sance, an elite team known 
as the New York Rens.

Borman’s team was 
stretched on the fl oor, kill-
ing an hour or so between 
games. Most were on their 
phones, although one was 
reading “The Three-Body 
Problem,’’ a novel by the 
Chinese sci-fi  writer Liu 
Cixin.

The Rens include 
Chance Westry, the 
Harrisburg-area star who 
played at Trinity High as 
a freshman, then Sierra 
Canyon in Los Angeles, 
and will play at Phoenix’s 
Hillcrest Prep in 2021-22.

Big talent on display 
as college basketball 

tries to catch up

ERIC OLSON
AP SPORTS WRITER

OMAHA, Neb. — Jim Fu-
ryk overcame a mid-round 
lull following the second 
of two weather delays Sat-
urday and moved closer to 
winning his fi rst senior ma-
jor title.

The 51-year-old took a 
four-shot lead into the fi -
nal round of the U.S. Senior 
Open after shooting a 4-un-
der 66 on Saturday to get 
to 8-under 202 at Omaha 

Country Club.
“I started off  real well this 

morning, felt I was striking 
the ball well and hit some 
good shots and good putts,” 
Furyk said. “When I came 
out from the delay, I kind 
of lost my rhythm. I kind 
of settled down and made a 
long putt and for the rest of 
the way played pretty well.”

First-round co-leader Ste-
phen Ames birdied three of 
the last fi ve holes for a 68, 
bouncing back from a 73 on 

Friday, and will be paired 
with Furyk today.

Retief Goosen closed with 
two birdies, shot 66 and was 
alone at 3 under.

The biggest mover was 
Steve Flesch. The part-time 
television analyst shot the 
best round of the day with a 
64 and was at 2 under. Past 
Masters champions Fred 
Couples (69) and Mike Weir 
(68) were in a group with 
Wes Short Jr. (68) and Kevin 
Sutherland (69) at 1 under.

Tee times were pushed 
back three hours after 
an overnight storm with 
straight-line wind of 90 mph 
knocked over camera towers 
and downed trees.

Furyk birdied the par-4 
fourth and par-3 fi fth and, 
as thunder rumbled, tapped 
in for par on the par-5 sixth 
before the horn sounded to 
signal the stoppage of play.

About an inch of rain fell 
during the three-hour delay, 

Jim Furyk holds 4-shot lead
Manheim Township grad shoots 4-under 66 Saturday going into today’s fi nal round

U.S. SENIOR OPEN

MIKE GROSS
LNP SPORTS WRITER

Australia’s Ashleigh Barty poses with the trophy after defeating 
the Czech Republic’s Karolina Pliskova to win the Wimbledon 
women’s singles fi nal on Saturday in London.
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HOWARD FENDRICH
AP TENNIS WRITER

WIMBLEDON, England 
— Everything came so easily 
for Ash Barty at the start of 
the Wimbledon fi nal. Hard 
to believe one player would 
grab the fi rst 14 points of a 
major championship match.

Surely, it couldn’t stay that 
one-sided, right? Of course 
not.

Still, Barty used that 
perfect start and a strong-
enough fi nish to get the job 
done, holding off  Karolina 
Pliskova’s comeback bid to 

win 6-3, 6-7 (4), 6-3 at the 
All England Club on Satur-
day for her second Grand 
Slam title.

“It took me a long time 
to verbalize the fact that I 
wanted to dare to dream it 
and say I wanted to win this 
incredible tournament. ... I 
didn’t sleep a lot last night. 
I was thinking of all the 
‘What-ifs,’ ” the No. 1-ranked 
Barty said. “But I think 
when I was coming out on 
this court, I felt at home, in 
a way.”

She adds this trophy to the 

one she won at the French 
Open in 2019.

Barty is the fi rst Australian 
woman to win Wimbledon 
since Evonne Goolagong 
Cawley in 1980. Barty was a 
teenager when they fi rst met 
and she considers Goolag-
ong Cawley an inspiration 
and a mentor.

“Evonne is a very special 
person in my life,” said Bar-
ty, whose outfi t was a trib-
ute to the dress Goolagong 
Cawley wore when she won 
the tournament for the fi rst 
time, 50 years ago. “I think 

she has been iconic in paving 
a way for young indigenous 
youth to believe in their 
dreams and to chase their 
dreams. She’s done exactly 
that for me as well.”

Barty, 25, was the Wimble-
don junior champion a de-
cade ago, then left the tennis 
tour for nearly two years in 
2014 because of burnout. 
She played professional 
cricket back home, then 
eventually returned to her 
other sport.

Good call.

Barty wins for 2nd major title
Australian ranked No. 1 in world starts fast, holds on to beat Pliskova in 3-set battle

WIMBLEDON

BARTY, page C5

BASKETBALL, page C5

Big win
Phillies beat Red Sox 
11-2 to stop Boston’s 

nine-game home 
winning streak 
n Sports, Page C6

Jim Furyk hits off  the third tee during the fi nal round of the 
PGA Tour Champions Principal Charity Classic on June 6 in Des 
Moines, Iowa. The Manheim Township grad is in the lead going 
into today’s fi nal round of the U.S. Senior Open. in Omaha, Neb.

CHARLIE NEIBERGALL | ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAUDERS, page C4
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Furyk: Senior Open
and workers who cleared 
brush off the course in the 
morning used squeegees 
and blowers to get stand-
ing water off fairways and 
greens.

Furyk, who won the U.S. 
Open in 2003, hit the first 
six greens in regulation 
and then went into grind-
ing mode. He hit only two 
greens while playing the 
first six holes following the 
delay in 1-over par.

He closed with birdies on 
three of the last six holes, 

hitting his approach to 4 
feet on the par-4 18th and 
making the putt to extend 
his lead.

Ames bogeyed two of the 
last three holes on the front 
nine and then got a hot put-
ter and shot 4-under 32 on 
the back to put himself in 
contention again.

All he did to start making 
putts was stand a bit closer 
to the ball.

“All of a sudden my eyes 
felt better, my stroke felt 
easier and more free, and 
I started hitting the pace 

right, which is what I was 
struggling with,” Ames 
said. “I hit some real qual-
ity putts coming down the 

end there, so that right 
there alone is going to 
make my dinner taste a lot 
better tonight.”

Goosen, who won U.S. 
Opens in 2001 and 2004, 
had five birdies against one 
bogey. His biggest disap-
pointment was a three-
putt for par on the 313-
yard 13th after he drove 
the green.

“My expectations were 
really low in the begin-
ning of the week,” Goosen 
said. “I was hitting it so 

bad the last few weeks, and 
I was trying everything. I 
just decided to stick with 
something, and as the 
week got on, I started hit-
ting it better and better. 
My confidence is coming 
back a little.”

Flesch flirted with miss-
ing the cut for a third 
straight U.S. Senior Open 
but rallied with a couple 
late birdies Friday and was 
among the first to tee off 
Saturday.

Flesch bogeyed his sec-
ond hole, the par-3 11th, 
and then went flag hunting 
on receptive greens and 
birdied seven of the next 13.

“They could be wide-eyed 
when they’re 11 and make 
all their mistakes,” he said, 
“but as soon as the season’s 
over you just see the trans-
formation over the fall and 
now they’re the big kids.”

Sauders works hard to 
implement a feeling of com-
munity for all his teams. He 
credits wife Debbie with 
organizing a team picnic 
at the end of each season, 
something that has become 
a tradition for every team 
he’s coached.

At each picnic, they share 
their Mountville baseball 
room with the team.

“Our goal was to have 
them see what they’re a part 
of,” said Debbie Sauders, 
who played a big part in the 
creation of the room.

The idea of legacy and be-
ing a part of it is substantial. 
The memories made and 
moments had bring back 
former players to support 
the Indians.

Steve Remley, the new 
Lancaster Catholic baseball 
head coach, played for Saud-
ers on his 2003 team, which 
went undefeated with a 
jaw-dropping mark of 51-0. 
Remley came out to one of 
Mountville’s recent playoff 
games and was introduced 
to the team.

“I introduced them to 
him, told them what team 
he was on,” Sauders said. 
“They asked him all kinds 
of questions and he stood 
there and answered each 
one. It was great.”

Sauders is well aware that 
none of the team’s success 
would be possible without 
the backing of his family, 
Mountville Youth Associa-
tion, the kids and the par-

ents.
“If you didn’t have the 

support of your family, you 
wouldn’t be doing this,” he 
said.

Sauders has also had a 
plethora of coaching sup-
port over his career, but 
Jerry Bradley is one coach 
who has been with him 
long-term. Bradley was 
the Mountville pitching 
coach for about 15 of the 
34 years that Sauders has 
been coaching, and has 
been his right hand man 
for about half of his coach-
ing career.

One of the many high-
lights in Sauders’ coach-
ing career is that legend-

ary 2003 Mountville team, 
which, won what was then 
known as the New Era 
Tournament, but is known 
today as the LNP Tourna-
ment.

That team then went to 
play in a tournament in 
Cooperstown, New York, 
home of the Baseball Hall 
of Fame. The goal was to 
celebrate a flawless season, 
face new competition and 
have fun.

The Indians ended up 
winning the whole thing.

Sauders echoed the im-
portance of the LNP Tour-
nament for both his own 
team and the surrounding 
teams in Lancaster County.

“The LNP Tournament is 
our World Series,” Sauders 
said. “That’s against all your 
peers. That’s against the rest 
of the teams in the county. 
So it’s important.”

He is incredibly familiar 
with the event, his teams 
having won nine titles dur-
ing his tenure, including 
three straight from 2002-
04. The Indians last hoisted 
the trophy in 2018.

Sauders and the 2021 In-
dians will look to add anoth-
er trophy to the Mountville 
baseball room as they open 
LNP Tournament Midget-
Midget play at 6 Monday 
night at Mount Joy’s Kunkle 
Field.

Continued from C1

Sauders: Mountville coach leaves a legacy

Mountville head coach Bob Sauders, as his team takes on Penn Manor in a 12U play in game for 
the LNP Tournament at Manor Middle School on Tuesday.
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Sebastian Munoz tried 

to imagine what Saturday 
at the John Deere Classic 
would have felt like with-
out electronic scoreboards 
around the golf course.

It have created a lot 
less stress. In rain-soft-
ened conditions at the 
TPC Deere Run in Silvis, 
Illinois,everyone knew that 
making birdies was the only 
way to stay in the game.

Once the rain cleared 
and Munoz no longer 
had to deal with keeping 
clubs dry and umbrella 
open, the Colombian ran 
off three birdies that gave 
him a 4-under 67 and a 
one-shot lead going into 
the final round.

“It’s huge,” said Munoz, 
who was at 16-under 197. 
“Every shot counts, and 
having every extra one for 
tomorrow might help me 
out a lot.”

Even so, there’s reason to 
feel as though the 50th edi-
tion of this tournament is 
just getting started with 10 
players separated by three 
shots.

Brandon Hagy, still look-
ing for his first PGA Tour 
victory in his 93rd career 
start, also had a 67 and was 
one shot behind.

“Definitely within my 
grasp,” Hagy said.

Five players were two 
shots behind, a group that 
included Scott Brown, 
who had a 63 to match the 
low score of the round. 
Adam Long (64), Camer-
on Champ (64), Kevin Na 
(66) and Ryan Moore (68) 
joined him at 14-under 199.

“The beauty of this place 
is it ain’t over until it’s le-
gitimately over,” said Zach 
Johnson, a past Deere win-
ner who had a 67. He was six 
shots behind.

Marathon LPGA 
Classic

Nasa Hataoka opened a 
six-stroke lead in the Mara-
thon LPGA Classic, birdie-
ing four of the last five holes 
for a 7-under 64.

A month after losing a 
playoff to Yuka Saso in 

the U.S. Women’s Open at 
Olympic Club, Hataoka has 
led wire-to-wire at High-
land Meadows in Sylvania, 
Ohio, to put herself in po-
sition for her fourth LPGA 
Tour victory.

“I think the original think-
ing of this course was that it 
was a very narrow course 
so it might be difficult for 
me,” Hatoaka said. “Then it 
came out to be that the nar-
row makes it easier to get to 
the target, so I think this is 
what was good.”

Hataoka had a tourna-
ment-record 19-under 194 
total. The 22-year-old Japa-
nese player opened with a 
10-under 61 on Thursday 
and had a 69 on Friday. She 
has played Nos. 14-18 in 
4 under each of the three 
days.

Americans Elizabeth Szo-
kol (67) and Mina Harigae 
(66) were 13 under.

Esther Henseleit had a 67 
to get to 12 under, and Saso 
(64) was another stroke 
back with Amy Yang (65), 
Austin Ernst (66) and Caro-
line Masson (66).

Scottish Open
Thomas Detry and Matt 

Fitzpatrick took alterna-
tive routes to a tie for the 
third-round lead at the 
Scottish Open.

Surrounded by vacated 
and scattered bar benches 
beside a grandstand at the 
back of the 17th green, 
Detry somehow got up 
and down for one of eight 
straight pars coming 
home in a 3-under 68 at 
The Renaissance Club in 
North Berwick, Scotland.

“It was nice to hear the 
crowds and to see some 
beer flying around after 
that shot,” said Detry, who 
is seeking his first Euro-
pean Tour title.

Top-ranked Jon Rahm 
dropped out of a three-
way tie for the lead by 
missing a par putt from 
inside two feet at the par-
5 No. 16. The U.S. Open 
champion crouched down 
and stared at the ball, not 
quite believing what hap-
pened.

Munoz holds 
lead at Deere
Nasa Hataoka pulls ahead by 6 strokes 
at Marathon LPGA Classic

GOLF ROUNDUP
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